
Making New Believers by the Power of the Spirit
 RCIA is the Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults, a process of faith formation dating back to the early Church.  In those early communities, 

this process of initiation into the Christian lifestyle was called the NEW WAY and it was a new way of life.  The main agenda of RCIA is conver-

sion much like the Gospel stories we’ve heard proclaimed during Lent.  We see in these readings individuals growing in awareness of who 

Jesus is – and what baptism and belief in Jesus will entail.  In John 4:5-42, the Samaritan woman, we hear “the story of the church community 

making new believers by the power of the Spirit, the witness of believers and the conversion of all to a deeper immersion in the waters of life, 

baptism,” (Dr.Megan McKenna, author, retreat director, storyteller).  The woman left her water jar and went into the town to become an evan-

gelizer of and for Jesus.  As Easter people who have heard the Good News of His life, death, and Resurrection, let us gently tell others how 

Jesus and church have changed our lives, then graciously invite those people to encounter Jesus and church with us at a weekend Mass.  Let 

us be grateful today that we have been blessed by the gift of Baptism into eternal life with Jesus, where hope is celebrated and new life is 

given to satisfy our thirst for meaning, for growth in our struggles, and for God’s presence.

        By Pat Kerlin, RCIA Coordinator

The Resplendence
Of Easter

Easter  2011

My dear parish family,

appy 50 days of Easter!  What a beautiful season of praise 
and joy!  The Risen Lord tells us: ‘It is I – get hold of 

yourselves – do not be afraid – peace 
be with you.’  We are an Easter people, 
hopefully the least fearful people on 
earth because we know the end of the 
story, for Jesus and for ourselves.  With-
out the resurrection of Jesus, there 
would be no knowledge of the Holy 
Trinity, no knowledge of Christ as 
Incarnate Savior or the freedom of the 
Holy Spirit.  There would be no Church, 
no New Testament, no Sacraments, no 

baptism or Eucharist, no devotion to 
Mary or intercession of the saints, no ordained bishops, priests or 
deacons.  The promise of eternal life in heaven and the forgiveness of 
sins would not be as clear and resplendent for God’s faithful people.  
We would not know how tender and merciful God is.  In other words, 
our delight and sparkle would be much dimmed.  But as it is – Christ 
is Risen – Alleluia!  We are filled with an overflowing abundance of 
his heavenly gifts.

 As pastor, I want St. Laurence to be a safe place where we can 
celebrate our devotion to the crucified and Risen Lord and share in 
these gifts.  Our world is increasingly hostile to Christ and our faith as 
Catholic Christians.  We often experience cynicism, confusion, conde-
scension, ridicule, evil, aggression.  We are the Church, the body of 
Christ, and Jesus told us we would experience the same persecu-
tions he did.  And so I want St. Laurence to be a safe harbor where we 
can find solace and consolation, gentleness and joy, truth and 
majesty, friendship and warmth, inspiration and strength, healing 
and the freedom to be who God has called us to be.  May our 
liturgies and way of life at St. Laurence provide a hiding place, a 
refuge, or as Psalm 87 says: ‘In you all find their home.’  We share in 
the sufferings of Jesus Christ, and we must never do that alone.  Our 
strength is our loving community, and then together and only 
together, we can change the world.  Happy Easter, everyone!  Thank 
you for carrying the cross with one another and with me! 

     Your brother in Christ,
     Fr. Drew Wood, Pastor

St. Laurence Catholic Church Resplendence of Easter!
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PASTORAL COUNCIL

MEET OUR PASTORAL COUNCIL
IN SERVICE

TO OUR PASTOR
& PARISH

By
Tamara Kontrimas

On Pastoral Council, each of us has our own 
unique personality, spirituality, interests, 
passions and gifts.  We come from different 
backgrounds and serve in different minis-
tries.  What we hold in common is our love 
of God and desire to serve God, particularly 
through serving Fr. Drew and our loving, 
beautiful parish community at St. Laurence.  
It is as though Fr. Drew were the master 
gardener (we all know how outdoorsy he 
is!) and we are the eyes, ears and hands that 
help him carry out the responsibility of 
planning the vision of the garden, of decid-
ing what needs to be planted, when the 
right time to plant is, what needs to be 
expanded and what needs to be left fallow.

Recently, we worked on incorporating the 
Liturgical Seasons of the Catholic Church 
into parish life.  While working on this, we 
had no idea if it would “grow” or where it 
would go.  To now see how parish ministries 
are embracing and coming up with their 
own creative ways to live out the Liturgical 
Seasons is very fulfilling. 

We as a Council become a family.  We often 
start out as strangers, but as we work 
together and grow in our spirituality we are 
brought together in love.  Through this love 
we are able to help Fr. Drew carry the weight 
and responsibility of the needs of St. 
Laurence by advising, listening and loving 
him and our fellow parishioners.

Do you have something to share with Pastoral Council?  Find 
the contact info. for these members on the parish web site.
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JOY
First Holy Communion at St. Laurence

JOY
First Holy Communion at St. Laurence

 At the center of our Catholic Faith, is the very miracle of bread and wine becoming the Body and Blood of Our Lord.  As Catho-
lics, we know that the Eucharist is truly Christ’s presence and through the power of the Holy Spirit we are transformed when we 
receive Christ.  It is into this very life of faith and grace that 300 children each year enter our First Sacrament program.  The goal for 
Sacrament Preparation is not only to teach children the importance of Reconciliation and the Eucharist, but also to stir within them 
and their families a deeper love and understanding of our Catholic faith.

 Importantly, moms and dads serve as the first catechists for their children.  As parents it is our role to teach children the joys of 
our Catholic faith and be witnesses to them through this process of study and prayer.

 It is a joy to help children prepare to receive these Sacraments for the first time.  Parents and catechists see the miracle of these 
Sacraments anew, through the hearts of the children they teach.  Here is an account from a mother of a child who prepared for his 
First Sacraments last year:

He received his First Holy Communion at St. Laurence and the next day we went to Mass at a mission church in San Antonio (one of the 
very old Spanish churches along the mission trail).  Just before communion, we asked Joseph if he was ready to receive again and he 

jumped up with excitement saying “You mean I get to receive again?!!”  With so much emphasis on his FIRST Holy Communion, he didn’t 
realize that he would get to receive again and again.

 Joseph’s excitement when he realized that he could receive our Lord a second and a third time (and many more) is a joy that 
comes from above.  His story is like many others that have come through our program.  Children are invited into a deeper faith that 
is lived out in their daily lives.  A child’s joy of receiving the Eucharist is contagious and can spread like wildfire throughout their 
whole family and Church if we let it!

 Thank you to this year’s parents, who are dedicated to helping your children grow in love for God and His Church, and for allow-
ing us the privilege to walk with you on this path.  May God bless all of you this Easter Season!
        By Shannon Gormley and Laura Stephens

Special thank you to the Jarecki Family for sharing Joseph’s story!
For information on registering your child for First Sacraments classes or to learn what it takes 

to be a catechist, please contact Shannon at sgormley@stlaurence.org.
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THIS IS THE DAY THE LORD HAS MADE...

ppalm sunday
Hosanna in the highest!

Vigil Mass on Saturday, April 16 at 5:00pm
Masses on Sunday, April 17 at 7:00am,
9:00am, 11:00am, 1:00pm and 5:00pm

Marking Jesus’ triumphant arrival in Jerusalem, this day also begins the 
Passion of our Lord.  Palms are blessed and distributed at all Masses and there 

is a special procession before the start of the 11:00am Mass.  At the 1:00pm 
Mass, our RCIA candidates are received into full communion with the Church.

holy thursday
As I have done for you, you should also do.

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Thursday, April 21 at 7:00pm

Just as Passover begins at sundown, this liturgy is celebrated in 
the evening.  Experience the rituals of the washing of the feet 

and stripping of the altar, and celebrate in a very special way the 
institution of the Eucharist and the priesthood. 

good friday
This is wood of the cross, on which our Redeemer hung.

Stations of the Cross & Divine Mercy Devotion
Friday, April 22 at 12:00 noon

Solemn Good Friday Liturgy
Friday, April 22 at 3:00pm and 7:00pm

We fix our gaze on the Cross at Calvary in this solemn liturgy which 
includes Adoration of the Cross, chanting of intercessions, reading of the 
Passion, and receiving the pre-consecrated Host.  Due to the large crowds this liturgy attracts, 
we have added an evening service this year.  Fr. Drew asks that everyone wear red, the 

liturgical color of this solemn day.



LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD!
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easter vigil
Christ our light.

Easter Vigil, April 23

8:30pm

This is the most beautiful liturgy of the year!  It begins outside with the 

blessing of a fire on the plaza.  Together, we light our candles from this 

fire and enter the darkened church.  We hear readings from the story of 

creation through the Resurrection; we renew our own baptism and 

new members are baptized and confirmed; together, we celebrate the 

Risen Christ in the Eucharist.

easter sunday
The Lord has indeed risen – Alleluia!

7:00am, 9:00am, 9:15am,

11:00am, 11:15am,

1:00pm, 5:00pm

This is the first day of the joyous 50-day season of Easter!  We celebrate this “feast of feasts” at 

seven Masses (the 9:15am and 11:15am are held at the Religious Education Center) on this 

Great Sunday!
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St. Laurence Catholic Church Resplendence!

 This year on the Octave of Easter, Divine Mercy Sunday, Pope John Paul II will be beatified in Rome.  This 

great pope proclaimed, “Right from the beginning of my ministry in St. Peter’s in Rome, I considered this 

message (Divine Mercy) my special task.”  Do you even know what the Divine Mercy message is?  Not long ago, 

Jesus came to a young nun asking her to tell the world of his unfathomable mercy and to prepare the world for 

his final coming.  He revealed 600 pages of teachings for us for this special time in history.  It was Pope John 

Paul II who released the writings of St. Faustina, and canonized her on Divine Mercy Sunday in the year 2000, 

and who himself died on Divine Mercy Sunday in 2005.

 To help educate you on this important and urgent message, we will offer a diocesan-wide spiritual 

presentation on the Life of Pope John Paul II and the Divine Mercy Message here at St. Laurence on Saturday, 

April 30, from 11:00am-5:00pm.  We will close the day with the Feast of Divine Mercy Vigil Mass.  Our Lord 

revealed to St. Faustina that on this feast day anyone who goes to confession and receives Holy Communion 

will obtain complete forgiveness of sin.  Jesus said he opens the floodgates of his mercy like no other day of the 

year!  Special graces are received on this day!  What does this mean?  We are washed anew, like in baptism.  

Trusting in Jesus’ mercy and taking advantage of the graces on this feast day are messages Jesus so desper-

ately wants for us to understand. 

 Join us for a special Divine Mercy Stations of the Cross in the church at 7:00pm on Friday, April 15.  On 

Good Friday we will start the Divine Mercy Novena at 12:00 noon in the church with the Stations of the Cross 

and continue each night during the next week at 7:00pm in the Divine Mercy Chapel, with guest speakers on 

topics of Divine Mercy.  Finally, on May 1, Divine Mercy Sunday, we will complete our devotion at 3:00pm in the 

church.  I hope you will take advantage of the special graces our Lord wants to pour out upon you during this Easter Season.  “Jesus, I Trust in You.”

        By Sally Flowers

A Very Special DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
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Mystagogy & Pentecost
 
 Most Catholics and other Christians are familiar with the feast of Pentecost, the 50th and final day of the Easter Season, celebrating the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles (Acts 2:1-11) and the founding of the Church.  Appearing in tongues of fire, the Holy Spirit empow-

ered them to proclaim the gospel of the Risen Christ.

 But how many of us are familiar with Mystagogy?  Mystagogy (pronounced MIST-a-go-gee) means the “revelation of the mysteries”.  The 

mysteries are the sacraments which are themselves revela- tions of God’s eternal mystery that surpasses all under-

standing.  The technical definition of Mystagogy is “post- baptismal instruction”; and it is usually assumed that it 

lasts 50 days from Easter to Pentecost.  But there is no reason why it cannot extend until the end of one’s life on 

earth.  After all, each and every one of those days qualifies as “post-baptismal”.

 According to the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Mystagogy “aims to initiate people into the mystery of 

Christ… by proceeding from the visible to the invisible, from the sign to the thing signified, from the ‘sacraments’ 

to the ‘mysteries’” (CCC 1075).

 It is not that Mystagogy is some kind of spiritual technique or technology.  Rather it is a prayerful contem-

plation of the signs that lead us to the mysteries.  Entering Mystagogy is nothing less than allowing God to continue 

teaching us.

 In the last quarter-century the word “mystagogy” has re-entered the Church’s common vocabulary.  The Church has made it the mandatory 

concluding phase of RCIA.  During the Easter Season (the period following RCIA initiation up to Pentecost Sunday), the new Catholics (Neophytes) 

continue their formation journey by integrating their sacramental graces with the Church’s call to ministry and mission:  to go out and serve.  It 

offers new Catholics an opportunity to discern new ways to live a spirit-filled life as a member of the Body of Christ in the Catholic Church.

        Compiled by Regina Johnson
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MASS SCHEDULE
Daily Masses
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 
7:30 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Friday 8:15 a.m. & 12:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.
Sunday Masses
Saturday 5:00 p.m.
Sunday 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m., 
11:00 a.m., 12:45 p.m., 5:00 p.m.

Misa en Español
Segundo y cuarto sábado del 
mes a 7:00 pm en La Capilla 
de la Misericordia Divina
Sacramento de Reconciliación 
en Español será ofrecido antes 
de la misa del 6:00 pm a 6:45 pm
Reconciliation
Monday thru Saturday: after 
first morning Mass
Wednesday: 5:30 pm to 6:20 pm
Saturday: 4:00 pm to 4:45 pm

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo

St. Laurence Catholic Church
Rev. Drew Wood, Pastor

Rev. Santy Kurian, Parochial Vicar

Rev. Reginald Samuels, Parochial Vicar

Deacon Rey Arellano, Deacon Albert Bothe

Deacon Don Burns, Deacon Charles Plant

The Gifts of St. Laurence is a quarterly publication designed, written and published by St. Laurence parishioners. 
Direct comments to Sharon Ehrenkranz, Director of Communications, at 281.980.9812 or sehrenkranz@stlaurence.org.

St. Laurence Catholic Church
3100 Sweetwater Blvd. 
Sugar Land, TX  77479
281.980.9812
For event details see our web site at www.stlaurence.org

Holy Week
Schedule
PALM SUNDAY – April 17

Saturday 5:00pm
Sunday 7:00am  9:00am  11:00am

1:00pm  5:00pm

HOLY THURSDAY – April 21
Mass of the Lord’s Supper

7:00pm

GOOD FRIDAY – April 22
Divine Mercy Stations of the Cross

12:00pm

Good Friday Liturgy (wear RED)
3:00pm  7:00pm 

EASTER VIGIL – April 23
8:30pm

EASTER SUNDAY – April 24
7:00am  9:00am  9:15am

11:00am  11:15am
1:00pm  5:00pm
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